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Meg ee T THE outbreak of the Revolutionary War, 
e ‘ Ne Tory sentiment was very strong in Dela- 
A \ ware. It was ably led by resourceful and 
intelligent leaders. To oppose them, a 
small band of energetic and determined 
% patriots organized the minority. After 

truggle and as many repulses, the patriots 
succeeded to the control of the civil offices. 

Among these patriotic leaders was William Peery (1743- 
1800). He was born and died in Broadkill Hundred, 
Sussex Co., on land granted to his father in 1730 by Lord 
Baltimore, known as “Holly Swamp.” 


He must have been a prolific letter writer for, even now, 
we have many of his letters on personal and public business. 
As the first Treasurer of Sussex Co., the State Auditor’s files 
contain much of his correspondence and many of his reports. 
As commander of a company organized for the safe conduct 
of pilots and for patrol, records of the Congress contain 
many of his reports and statements of expenses. As an 
attorney-at-law, the local court records are naturally dot- 
ted with evidences of his professional activity. 


The letters and records in this volume have been selected 
as illustrations of the political phase of his activity. If 
they throw some light on the local political conditions of 
those early days, the author will feel amply repaid for his 
effort. 


The footnotes indicate the sources of information and 
amplify some of the points mentioned in the text and in 
the letters. 
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HETHER or not the shores of the Dela- 
ware River were trod by Spanish explorers 
in the first quarter of the sixteenth century , 
whether actual landings by Giovanni de 
Verrazano on the Eastern Shore peninsula 





the Delaware, or the importance of Samuel Argall’s short 
and unpremeditated visit’ is of little more than passing 
interest to us in considering affairs two centuries later. 


Henry Hudson, in the “Half Moon,” and in the 
service of the Dutch East India Co., sailed by the Delaware 
capes Aug. 28, 1609, and the following year an expedition 
in the “Onrust,” the first boat built in America, explored 
the Delaware as far as Trenton. On this discovery and 
exploration the Dutch based their claims to the territory 
along the North (Hudson) and South (Delaware) Rivers. 
The patroon system of settlement’ was a failure in Dela- 
ware. The only actual settlement under this arrangement 
was made by David Pieterson de Vries, of Hoorn, a North 
Holland port, an unusually bold and skillful seaman and a 
former artilleryman in the service of the United Provinces. 
In December, 1630, the ship “Walvis” and a yacht sailed 
for America loaded with cattle, food, and whaling imple- 

1, Ensayo Cronologico para la Historia de la Florida. Par don Gabriel de 
Cardenas y Cano. Madrid, 1723. 

Z.Natts and’ Crit, Hist Volo tVy! "ps 26, 

3. First Governor of Virginia. He was Lord de la Warr only by courtesy; as he 
was the third son of Lord de la Warr, he was ineligible to the title. He 
was married in 1602 to the daughter of Thomas Shirley. “Shirley” is the 
name of the well-known Colonial Plantation on the James River. He 
died in 1618 either en route to England or shortly after landing. Many 


descendants still live in Virginia. See West Genealogy by Letta Brock 
Stone. 

4. In a storm, blown from the Bermudas to Cape Cod. ‘This trip is supposed to 
have furnished the theme for the “Tempest” by Shakespeare. 

5. Scharf: History of. Delaware, Vol. 1, p. 30-2. 
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ments and carrying about thirty immigrants, all male. In 
April, 1631, landing was made on what is now Lewes Creek. 
The settlement was named Zwaanendael and the creek 
Hoornkill’ (for their native city). The entire colony was 
massacred. by the Indians shortly afterwards. 


Fort Nassau’, built by Dutch sent from New York about 
1623 was occupied intermittently. The first permanent 
settlement on the Delaware was made by the Swedes at 
Christiana. The ships “Kalmar Nyckel” and “Gripen” 
sailed from Sweden probably in November, 1637, and after 
a rather tedious journey reached the Delaware about the 
middle of March of the following year. The expedition 
was in charge of Peter Minuet, a former Governor of New 
York, but who was now acting under instructions of Axel 
Oxenstierna, Chancellor of Sweden under King Gustavus 
Adolphus and his successor, Christina. ‘The settlement was 
strengthened by more personnel from time to time and is 
outstanding in the colonies of that day in three particulars. 
Peter Lindestrom seems to have been the ablest engineer in 
America at that time, the clergymen (Lutheran) sent to this 
colony from time to time were probably the best trained and 
the highest type of any clergymen in America during that 
period, and Governors Prinz and Rising were unusually 
able administrators.” 


The colony, however, was a2 commercial venture and 
when dividends were not forthcoming, support from home 
ceased and the colony fell to the Dutch on Sept. 15th, 1655. 


So Delaware remained under Dutch rule until 1664 
when all Dutch Colonies in America passed into English 
hands. Charles II, King of England, had granted to his 
brother, the Duke of York and Albany, all the territory 
between the St. Croix River on the north and the Delaware 


6. Afterwards corrupted to “Whorekill”; the name was changed to New Deale by 
Wm. Penn; afterwards Sussex, Lewes Town, and now Lewes. 

7. Gloucester, N. J. 

8. Now Wilmington. 

9. For full information concerning the Swedish Colony, see Johnson: The 
Swedish Settlements on the Delaware. 

10. The records of this colony are probably the most complete of any up to that time. 
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Bay on the south.” The Duke’ sent an expedition to New 
York” to reduce the Dutch colonies. "The Dutch colonies 
in Delaware were located in territory previously granted to 
Lord Baltimore” over which the Duke had no legal juris- 
diction at the time. Baltimore, a Roman Catholic and an 
unusually able and diplomatic proprietor, was experiencing 
some other trials just at this time and did not feel warranted 
in requesting too many favors from the Duke and heir 
apparent to the throne.. The Duke governed Delaware 
from his seat of government in New York until after the 
King had granted Pennsylvania to William Penn.” After 
discovering that his grant, which lay north of the fortieth 
parallel of north latitude” lay considerable distance from 
the sea, Penn had no hesitancy in requesting the Delaware 
shore. The Duke of York’s title was conveyed to him by 
two deeds of feoffment dated Aug. 24, 1682. The first 
was for New Castle and a circle of twelve miles radius 
around it and the other for a strip of land from the south 
edge of the circle, along the Delaware shore to Cape Hen- 
lopen. ‘The first was confirmed to Penn by patent on March 
22nd of the following year” but it is interesting to note that 


11. March 12, 1665 (O. S.) 
12. Afterwards King James II. 


13. 1664, under Col. Richard Nicholls, accompanied by Sir Robert Carr, George 
Cartwright, and Samuel Maverick. 


14. June 16, 1632 to Cecelius Calvert, Second Baron of Baltimore in the Irish 
Peerage. Maryland was immediately colonized and at this date was a 
thriving colony. Both settlements and trade routes, however, were con- 
fined largely to the Chesapeake Bay tributaries. Baltimore had neglected 
to bring the Atlantic seaboard and Delaware shore under his control much 
to the grief of his heirs in later years. 


15. King Charles II had no legal children and his younger brother James and his 


heirs would therefore succeed him. In fact, he did succeed to the throne 
in 1685 but was displaced and his heirs became “pretenders.” 


16. March 4, 1681. This patent may be seen in the State Museum at Harrisburg. 
17. From the fortieth to the forty-third parallel and from the Delaware River, 
west five degrees of longitude. 


18. This patent is framed and may be seen in the Hall of Records, Dover. His- 
torians did not know of its existence until some twenty years ago when it 
was brought to America with some other of Penn’s papers purchased by 
Delaware. 
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the other was never confirmed either by Charles II or by 
James II after he became King.” 


At that time, the Eastern Shore of Maryland was being 
rapidly settled but mostly along the Chesapeake Bay tribu- 
taries. There were four county governments functioning” 
and another followed shortly. Settlement of the Atlantic 
seaboard was not urged until somewhat later.” Many of 
these pionzers took up land under Maryland patents in 
territory now within the borders of Delaware. 


When Penn granted the first Constitution to Pennsyl- 
vania, he provided for representation from the “Three 
Lower Counties” in the General Assembly on an equal 
footing with his three original counties’, but operated the 
whole under one administrative head. Although the needs 
and interests of the lower counties were somewhat different 
from that of their newer neighbors, this arrangement con- 
tinued for nearly twenty years. During Penn’s second, and 
last, visit to Pennsylvania, the people from the lower coun- 
ties succeeded in securing a government nearly separate 
from that cf Pennsylvania. There was a separate House 
of Assembly comprised of duly elected representatives from 
each county and a separate administration. Much of the 
time the Lieutenant Governor of Pennsylvania was Gover- 
nor of the “Three Lower Counties,” but when there was 
no Lieutenant Governor, the Governor of Pennsylvania was 
Governor of the “Lower Counties” also. The House of 
Assembly met from time to time at either New Castle, 


19. This quitclaim, for that is all it was, gave Penn the Duke’s title to most of 
Delaware. As the Duke had no title and as Lord Baltimore had, it in- 
tensified an already aggravating boundary dispute between Penn and the 
Baltimores. This developed into the most bitter and most protracted bound- 
ary dispute in American History. It was settled almost a hundred years 
later by a series of events, almost concurrent, the principal of which was 
the running of the Mason and Dixon Line. 

20. Kent County was organized in 1650, Talbot in 1660, Somerset in 1666, Cecil 
in 1674, and Dorchester in 1699. 

21. Worcester County was organized in 1742. It was preceded by Queen Anne 
County in 1706. The only other Eastern Shore counties are Caroline, or- 
ganized in 1773 and Wicomico, authorized by the Constitution of 1867, 
taken from Somerset and Worcester. 

22. New Castle, Kent, and Sussex, now Delaware, which already had county gov- 
ernments. Kent was known as St. Jones and Sussex as Whorekill. 

23. Philadelphia, Chester, and Bucks. 
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Dover, or Lewes, there being no designated capital or state 
buildings. Existing copies of the minutes of the meetings 
of the House of Assembly are fragmentary.. Nevertheless 
those which have come down to us, together with the court 
records and collections of private letters, give us sufficient 
data to draw a fairly accurate picture of the public and 
domestic life of those years. 


Penn’s title to Delaware, being imperfect, he was forced 
to use much tact and diplomacy to keep and strengthen his 
title and to maintain a de facto government. In the vicinity 
of New Castle he consolidated and brought under his juris- 
diction, not only all territory within the bounds of his 
charter but dared to issue grants to land well into Mary- 
land.” In lower Delaware, Penn’s jurisdiction seldom 
exceeded five or six miles inland from the bay and only a 
few miles below Cape Henlopen”. The civil offices were 
maintained by fees, and it was impossible to collect any con- 
siderable sum in quit-rents for the proprietary’s exchecquer. 


The inlets along the coast south of Cape Henlopen fur- 
nished excellent harbors for pirates who were exceedingly 
active until some years after our independence. 


24. Some of these have been published by the Public Archives Commission of 
Delaware. 

25. Welsh Tract for instance. For many years documents did not disclose why 
Penn was so agressive in New Castle County and so much more concilia- 
tory in lower Kent and Sussex. ‘The discovery of the grant of March 
22, 1683, explains this. This was among Penn’s papers and the Calverts 
must have known of its existence. The singular feature is that neither 
party has alluded to it in the correspondence which has come down to us. 

26. It is interesting to note that Penn had a large manor estate laid out for him- 
self at Fenwick Island. Even at that time it was dotted with Maryland 
settlers whose patents were recorded at Princess Anne. The Penns never 
brought this territory under their jurisdiction and only after the Mason and 
Dixon survey, followed by the Revolutionary War, was it organized within 
the new colony—Delaware State. 
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ERO TER the Boston “Tea Party” it was pro- 
26 Q) posed to have a Congress of Deputies from 
each of the colonies meet in Philadelphia. 
= \e\ No colony moved more promptly than did 
7 a #7 Delaware. Meetings were held and Com- 
22s») \ mittees appointed in each of the three 
counties. The last, largest, most enthusiastic, and radi- 
cal of these meetings was held at Lewes on July 28, 1774. 
The principal speaker was Thomas McKean and the com- 
mittee comprised: 





Thomas Robinson” Rev. Matthew Wilson” 
Levin Cooper Jacob Moore 

Boaz Manlove John Clowes” 
Benjamin Burton Daniel Nunez 

John Wiltbank — John Rodney” 

Stephen Townsend William Peery” 


David Hall 


These men with similar committees from Kent and New 
Castle Counties met at New Castle on Aug. 1, 1774, and 
with Czsar Rodney as chairman, named Cesar Rodney, 


27. A Tory. Scharf: Hist. of Del., Vol. 1, p. 223. 

28. M.D., D.D., pastor of the Lewes Presbyterian Church. His daughter Margaret 
afterward married William Peery and his son Rev. James P. Wilson, many 
years pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, married Mary, 
daughter of David Hall, Sr., and sister of Col. David Hall. 

29. A very active patriot who lived on a farm in Broadkill Hundred. 

30. Son of William Rodney and cousin of Cesar. He married 1. Sarah Paynter, 
and 2. Ruth Hunn. By his second wife he became progenitor of the 
Rodneys of Sussex and New Castle Counties; this line includes Gov. Daniel 
Rodney and George B. Rodney, a member of Congress. 

31. 1732-1800. The son of James Peery, he was born on a farm in Broadkill 
Hundred, taken up by his father under a Maryland patent in 1730, and 
called “Holly Swamp.” Educated privately, he was abroad about three 
years. The object of this journey (about 1760-3), we do not know; per- 
haps education, perhaps health. Gov. Dickinson speaks of “His previous 
military experience”; perhaps he served in the British Army. For bio- 
graphical sketch see Perry: “A Branch of the Peery Family Tree.” 


8 MAJOR WILLIAM PEERY 


Thomas McKean, and George Read, deputies to the general 
Congress to be held at Philadelphia, Sept. 5th. | 


This was the First Continental Congress. The Dela- 
ware Deputies took a leading part in its deliberations and 
were designated as “delegates from the Three Counties,” 
“Three Lower Counties on the Delaware,” or from the 
“Delaware Counties.” They signed the “Association” on 
October 20th and assisted in the framing of a number of 
other important resolutions. The Congress adjourned on 
October 26th, after recommending that another Congress 
meet on May 10, 1775. 


The Delaware House of Assembly met at New Castle 
on March 13,1775. The three deputies made their report 
and were immediately reelected. An interesting petition 
was presented to this meeting of Assembly from the Free- 
men of New Castle and Kent. Among other things it said 
“we conceive a well regulated militia composed of gentle- 
men freeholders and other freemen to be not only a consti- 
tutional right but the natural strength and most stable se- 
curity of a free government, from the exercise of which a 
wise people will not excuse themselves in time of peace”.” 
There was a great reluctancy to admit the true state of 
affairs and Assembly adjourned without action. 


That there was a very strong Tory sentiment in Dela- 
ware cannot be denied. ‘That it was represented in As- 
sembly is indicated by the instructions given the Delegates 
to Congress.” One of these delegates, Mr. Read, was not 
at all positive that the Patriots were the majority and re- 
fused to vote for the Declaration of Independence.” 


This was the state of affairs when news of the bloodshed 
at Lexington and Concord reached Delaware by express 
riders, April 26, 1775, and when the Second Continental 
Congress met in Philadelphia, May 10th. 


On May 15, 1776, Congress passed a resolution recom- 


32. Conrad: History of the State of Delaware, Vol. I, p. 96. 

33. Ibid. p. 95. 

34. Ibid. p. 101. His estimate of the sentiment appears to have been correct but 
he was following public opinion rather than leading the people as Rodney 
and McKean were. 
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mending that the colonies not having a government of a 
type to meet the exigencies of affairs should proceed to adopt 
such as would be most conducive to the happiness and 
safety of the citizens. The following” had been passed 
nearly a year before: 


Tuesday, July 18, 1775 


“Resolved, ‘That it be recommended to the inhabitants of 
the United English Colonies. ..... 

‘“‘That it be recommended to each Colony to appoint a com- 
mittee of safety, to superintend and direct all matters necessary 
for the security and defence of their respective colonies, in the 
recess of their assemblies and conventions, 


“That each colony, at their own expense, make such pro- 
vision by armed vessels or otherwise, as their respective assem- 
blies, conventions, or committees of safety shall judge expedient 
and suitable to their circumstances and situations, for the pro- 
tection of their harbours and navigation on their sea coasts, 
against all unlawful invasions, attacks, and depredations, from 
cutters and ships of war.” 


The Delaware House of Assembly being in session 
acted” under the first of these acts and on June 15th passed 
an act directing all officers to “continue to execute the same 
in the name of the government of the Counties of New 
Castle, Kent and Sussex upon Delaware as they used to 
exercise them in the name of the King... .”" The Decla- 
ration of Independence was passed July 4th and the House 
of Assembly immediately recommended that ten deputies 
for each of the counties, duly elected by the people for that 
purpose, meet and establish a form of government for 
Delaware State.” 


Committees of Inspection for each of the three counties 
were organized shortly after this session of Assembly and 
it was under their supervision that the militia was started. 


35. Journal of the Continental Congress, Vol. II, p. 189. 

36. Although a number of colonies adopted constitutions under authority of these 
acts, Delaware was most in need of a government. Had it not been for 
the fact that the people were naturally peace loving and God fearing, it 
hardly seems possible that a state of anarchy could have been averted. 

37. Conrad: Hist. of Del., Vol. I, p. 99. 

38. Ibid. p. 102. 
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A Council of Safety, separate from that of Pennsylvania” 
was functioning later in the summer. This was reorganized 
later for we find the following extract from the minutes of 
a meeting held in Dover, January 8, 1776: 


“The Honorable House of Assembly for the Govern- 
ment of the Counties of New Castle, Kent, and Sussex upon 
Delaware at a session of Assembly held at New Castle on 
the 20th day of October last (1775) having in persuance of 
the Directions of the Honorable Continental Congress pro- 
ceeded to the Nomination & Appointment of a Council of 
Safety it appears from the Votes in the said House on the 
Occasion that the following Gentlemen were appointed for 
that Purpose viz:” 


Then follows the entire personnel of the Council. The 
members for Sussex County were 
Brig. Gen!. John Dagsworthy 
Col. David Hall” 
Col. Jacob Moore” 
Major John Wiltbank” 
Isaac Bradley, Esq.” 
William Polke, Esq. 
Lieut. Col. John Jones 


On the 12th of the same month, this body appointed 
and commissioned most of the officers of Col. Haslet’s 
Regiment.” 

Ten Deputies from each county were elected Aug. 19th 


39. In the Minutes of the Proceedings of the Pa. Council of Safety, mention of a 
similar Committee of Delaware first appears on May 10, 1776: “A letter 
was wrote to the Committee of Safety for the Lower Counties requesting 
Diblled git ”» Col. Rec. Vol. X, p. 564. . 

40. Del. Archives, Vol. III, p. 945. 

41. David Hall, Sr., father of Capt. David Hall of Col. John Haslet’s Regiment 
who afterward became Colonel and Governor. 

42. The title is interesting. I find no authority for the title but as Assembly and 
the Council were the governing bodies just at this time, it must be correct. 

43. See letter from William Peery to Cesar Rodney, Oct. 3, 1776. The letters 
following indicate that Jacob Moore, John Wiltbank, and Isaac Bradley 
represented the Tory thought of Sussex County. They were members of — 
the Constitutional Convention and as members of the Council of Safety 
commissioned officers in the Continental Line and State Militia and con- 
curred in all the other detail required in raising, equipping, and paying the 
troops of Delaware. 

44. Del. Archives, Vol. III, pp. 1236-7. 
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and the Constitutional Convention met at New Castle on 
the 27th of the same month. 


{t is interesting at this point to note that Sussex Co. sent 
two delegations to the Convention; one mentioned in the 
Sheriff’s and Inspector’s return comprised: 

Jacob Moore 
James Rench 
Isaac Bradley 
John Wiltbank 
Isaac Horsey 
William Polk 
Joshua Hill 
Peter Hubbert 
Phillips Kollock 
Alexander Laws 


and a return “signed by George Adams as Chairman of the 
Committee of Inspection and Observation for the said 
County of Sussex” certified the following: 


George Adams 

John Jones 

Samuel Shelton Sloss 
Joseph Foreman 
John Dagsworthy 
William Peery 
Burton Waples 
David Hall 

William Conwell 
John Clowes” 


After three days’ consideration, the convention seated 


45. For New Castle County: For Kent County: 


Nicholas Vandyke, . Thomas Collins, 
Richard Cantwell, Charles Ridgley, 
Alexander Porter, James Sykes, 
John Thompson, Richard Bassett, 
Abraham Robinson, Jacob Stout, 
Thomas McKean, John Cook, 
George Read, Samuel West, 
John Evans, John Clarke, 
John Lea, Thomas White, 


John Jones, Richard Lockwood. 
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the former delegation and proceeded to business.“ The 
Constitution was completed and the convention adjourned 
Sept. 21st. The first Legislature under this Constitution 
met at New Castle on Oct. 28th and did not return Cesar 
Rodney to Congress. 


This document, written by Thomas McKean, served as 
the fundamental law of the state for over ten years. It is 
interesting to note that it prohibited the importation of 
slaves (Art. 26) and prevented clergymen of all denomina- 
tions from holding civil office (Art. 29) indicating Mary- 
land influence, or possibly just the trend of that day. 

Prior to this, the Pennsylvania General Assembly had 
authorized a Council of Safety which had been organized 
and was functioning. As Delaware was still a part of 
Pennsylvania and as the safety of Philadelphia depended 
largely on guarding the Delaware capes, it is reasonable to 
think that it should be entitled to some guidance from the 
mother colony. Indeed the Philadelphia body did engage 
personnel at Lewes and was no doubt largely responsible for 
the assignment of troops at Lewes in the early days of the 
war. This is shown by the following resolution:” 


“Henry Fisher was allowed £10:00:00 per month for his 
services to the Committee of Safety (Pennsylvania) from Sept. 
16, 1775 to the termination of his services.” 


46. This action is still unexplained. Scharf says the county was represented only 
by the Tory sentiment. It is known also that some Deputies from Kent 
were disaffected. Were the Tories in majority? If so, why did they 
adopt a constitution? If not, why did they seat a Tory representation that 
gave the convention a Tory majority? 

It is known that this convention, largely Tory, probably represented the 
people. The county officers and election officials were Tories. Neverthe- 
less, they adopted the constitution and each signed the oath of allegiance, 
(Scharf: Hist. of Del. Vol. I, p. 233). Neither this nor the next two 
Constitutions of Delaware were laid before the people for approval. They 
were adopted by the bodies which made them. 

The House of Assembly which preceded this convention was largely 
Tory and in case a majority could not be led to vote for this convention 
and other radical measures, the patriotic element were prepared to withdraw 
and adopt a much more severe and radical program. ‘The Tory majority 
in the following Assembly also allowed themselves to be led by a few — 
patriotic leaders most of the time although they withdrew Cesar Rodney 
from Congress. 

47. Colonial Records of Pennsylvania, Vol. X, p. 527. 

48. Instructions to Henry Fisher. Ibid. p. 337. 
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“6-6 lb. cannon and ammunition for the same loaned to the 
inhabitants of Lewes.’ 

“Ammunition sent to Henry Neall and John Dagsworthy 
of the Committee of Safety of Sussex County notified.”” 


Some idea of what Congress thought of the situation in 


Delaware can be gathered from the following resolutions.” 


49. 
50. 
51. 
pe 
53. 


iy? 9 


ep 


Thursday, May 2, 1776. 

A letter from Henry Fisher, of Lewistown, dated May Ist, 
and directed to the committee of safety of Pennsylvania, and by 
them sent to Congress, was read: 

Resolved, That the commanding officer of the Delaware 
Battallion, be directed to station thirty-five men, with an officer, 
at the False Cape,” till farther orders. 

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to send 
two hundred weight of powder and 200 lbs. of Lead, to Lewis- 
town, for the use of the companies stationed there. 


Friday, July 5, 1776. 

Resolved, That an order issue to Colonel Haslet, of the 
batallion in Delaware government, to station one company at 
Lewistown, and to march the remaining seven companies of his 
batallion to Wilmington, and there to remain until further order 
of this Congress.” 


Saturday, July 20, 1776. 

Resolved, That Colonel Haslet be ordered immediately to 
march with the troops under his command, to Philadelphia, 
there to wait the further order of Congress.” 


John Hancock to Col. Haslett” 
Philadelphia, July 5, 1776 


Sir: I have it in command from Congress to direct you to station 


Ibid. p. 338. 

Ibid. Sept. 30, 1775. 

Journal of the Continental Congress, Vol. IV., p. 322. 

Fenwick Island. There was already a detachment on lookout at Cape Henlopen. 

Del. Archives. Vol. I, p. 49-50. Capt. Pope’s Company of Delaware Bat- 
talion quartered in Lewes Apr. 11, 1776. Also, Capt. Hall’s Co. 

It is interesting to note, in this connection, the following entry in the minutes 
of the Pa. Committee of Safety for Jan. 16, 1776. (Col. Rec. Vol. X, 
p. 458). 

“Mr. Morris, by direction of Congress, deliver’d the following Resolve 
of Congress to this Board, a Copy of which was deliver’d to Robert 
Towers, with orders to see the same Carried into execution. 

“In Congress, Jan’y 8, 1776 
“Resolved, That it be recommended to the Committee of Safety of Penn- 
sylvania, to send 500 lbs. wt. of powder to the Colony of Virginia, for the 
use of the Forces to be employed in the Counties of Accomack and North- 
ampton. “Extract from the Minutes, Sign’d, Chas. Thomson, Sec’y.” 
Del. Arch. Vol. II, p. 1019. 
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one Company of the Battalion under your command at Lewis- 
town, and to march the remaining seven companies to the town 
of Wilmington, and there remain until the further order of 
this Congress. You will therefore immediately put this order 
into execution. 

I am, sir, your most obedient servant, 

Joun Hancock, President 

To Colonel Haslett or Officer commanding the Battalion of 

Continental ‘Troops in Delaware Government. 
P. S. The enclosed Declaration you will please have read at 
the head of your Battalion.” 


Curiously enough the following letter was written sev- 
enteen days later.” 


Captain Carson Dover, July 22, 1776 
Sir. 

As the English Armed Vessels have all now left the Dela- 
ware, & as a powerful French fleet is lying off our coast, the 
inhabitants of this state, do not, in my opinion, appear to be in 
that danger from an invasion of the Enemy, so justly apprehend- 
ed by the General Assembly, when they Entered into the resolu- 
tion for Establishing the independent company you command in 
this county. I do, therefore, in virture of the powers given 
by the General Assembly, hereby disband the above mentioned 
independent Company; You are therefore immediately to dis- 
charge the officers & privates thereof from further service. You 
are also, so soon as it may be convenient, ta make me a regular 
return of those who may have been Engaged, & done duty in 


said Company. y x 
: ours &c., 


CaEsarR RopDNEY 


N. B. The Newcastle & Sussex Companies were ordered to 
be disbanded on the 11th instant. 


The following letter” written after the battle of Long 
Island and while the Delaware Constitutional Convention 
was in session indicates to some extent the political situation 
and the resentment of Cxesar Rodney and some of his 
friends. 

Philadelphia, Sepr. 12th, 1776 
I have been favored with two letters from you, one dated at 
New York, the other at Kings-Bridge, in both of which you 


56. Declaration of Independence. 
57. Ibid. Vol. III, p. 1435. Probably 1778. 
58. In the archives of the Delaware Historical Society. 
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desired 1 would Communicate to my friend Your Situation after 
the Engagement from Whom Miss‘® Haslett might hear it— 
Imagining it might be considerable time before the news wou’d 
Get to her in that way, and that in the mean time She would 
be verry uneasy, therefore Wrote a Letter to her immediately 
on the Rect of your first in which I Let her know the whole 
affair and Sent it by a Safe hand. I am happy that I have it 
in my power to Congratulate you on the Bravery your Battalion 
has Shown in the late Action, and the great Honor the Officers 
and Men have Acquired by it.—They are much Spoken of here 
and I have been often Complimented in behalf of the Govern- 
ment on their account—They deserve much of their Country, 
and (as an Invididual) have my most hearty Thanks—I am Ex- 
tremely Sorry for Poor Stuart, and the other brave Lads that 
fell, tho in Bed of Honor—Must Confess I don’t like your 
present Situation, Yet hope the best, The Justice of our Cause, 
and the bravery of our Troops may do Wonders. 


In Your last Letter you seem to Show some uneasiness least 
there should be Some Change in the delegates, I believe you may 
be easy on that head, In the first place I imagine They would not 
venture to Risque the making Such an Uproar in the Govern- 
ment, as the turning me out probably wou’d made; and in the 
next undersigning Patriotick part are determined to protest 
against their doing any thing but that of framing a plan of Gov- 
ernment—In Mr. Reads last letter to me is the following para- 
graff “Our business has been delayed in Convention by the death 
of Mrs. Thompson, the sister of Mr. Mc.Kean, who was burried 
this day, Mr. McKean’s Eldest Son lies dangerously ill at Mr. 
Thompson’s house, and I know not when he can attend—A 
Committee of ten is Employed in the Drafting a declaration 
of Rights, The rest of the Members from Kent and Sussex are 
Gitting impatient, Doc’. Ridgley is Returned Home Sick, Such 
is the situation of matters—Here”—-When Mr. Read went to 
Newcastle he prevailed on me to Stay in Congress, and that he 
would get the Convention to give a power to one Member to 
Act, so that our Government might be Represented by me alone 
till the Convention Should Rise—I mentioned this to Mr. Mc- 
Kean who directly declared they Should make no appointment 
of Delegates, nor even alter the powers Given them, least they 
(meaning the Convention) Should plead that as a president 
(precedent) for going into some other appointments—Which 
they are not Authorized to do by their Choice—Therefore 
Upon the Whole I. don’t imagine they will Attempt any 
Change—But sir whether they do or not, I do not purpose Con- 
tinuing here longer than till the other Gentlemen Return; I 
have made a very Great Sacrefice of my property to the Cause, 
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Government never paid me above half what I have necessarily 
Expended even When my friends were at the Helm—What 
may I expect from these? ‘They would see me Serve without 
a Shilling, You Know they wou’d, because you know they like 
not either me or the Cause—General Dagsworthy, Mr. Clowes 
and Mr. Peery were here, and Say the Tory plan for leaving me 
out of the Convention was, first to put me at the head of their 
Ticket to Show their approbation of me, after which they put 
another person in my Stead, and assigned as Reason for it, That 
it was now a Critical time, That it was absolutely necessary We 
should keep up our Representation in the Congress, That they 
wished I might not be laid under the necessity of leaving 
the Congress at a time so Interesting, Which I must Do is Chose 
in Convention &c.—These Gentlemen then said that the inhabi- 
tants of Newcastle County had not Considered the Matter in 
that light, for they had Chose both their delegates. (George 
Read and Thomas McKean, though members of Congress, had 
been elected members of the State Constitutional Convention 
from New Castle County.) In Answer to this; it was said, they, 
the people of Newcastle had done verry Wrong &c. By Such 
little Cunning are the people to be Cajoled—I saw a Man from 
Mispillion Who left there a day or two before my letter Could 
have reached it, Who told me that yours and Captain Adams’s 
families were well, but they were in Much distress for the Dela- 
wares who (from all acco they had Received) were as least 
two thirds Cut-off. That almost all the officers were killed parti- 
cularly you. He told me the people were Generally distress- 
ed, having most of them some friend or Relation in the Bat- 
talion—My letter I am sure has set that Matter Right. 


I wrote about a Week ago to Mr. Montgomery the Chap- 
lain, not knowing then whether you was among the Dead or 
living Should be Glad to know whether the letter got Safe hand 
—be pleased to Enquire of him an let me know in your next 
which I hope will be soon— 

Carsar RoDNEY 


To Colonel John Haslett 


La i 
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Ws HE ACTIVITY of the Tories is shown not 
j only by this letter” but by the notations it 
bears. It concerns the first election held 
Xa at Lewes under the constitution. Captain 
William Peery had a company of troops at 
9 the time, but they were divided into small 
detachments guarding Cape Henlopen, Fenwick Island, and 
on other duties. Evidently he had lindérestimated the 
amount of Tory sentiment or the daring of its leaders. At 
any rate his command was so disposed that he was unable to 
control the situation. 


HENRY FISHER TO COMMITTEE OF SAFETY” 
Lewes, October 25th, 1776 





Gentlemen, 

On Monday last we held at this Town an Election for mem- 
bers of Assembly and Legislative Council, to represent this Coun- 
ty in The General Assembly of the Delaware State, which day 
exhibited such a scene of disaffection to the common cause of 
America, as I think have not been equal’d by any transaction on 
this Continent since the commencement of the present dispute 
with Great Britain. ‘The few friends of America in this Coun- 
ty, almost worn out with perpetual Contention, & convinced 
that further struggle were fruitless, determined for some time 
past not to concern in the Election, and but very few of them 
come to Town; the Tories, (for so I think I may justly call 
them,) flocked into the number of five and six hundred, pritty 
early in the day, about 12 o’clock, one of them turn’d out by 
the other for a Bully, came to me when setting at my own door 
followed by a crowd, and demanded an Ax to cut down the 
Liberty Pole standing in the street, and on my refusing he seiz- 
ed me by the Breast in order to drag me into the Street, but by 
struggling and the assistance of some friend I got clear of the 
mob and safe into my house, where I was obliged to keep close 


59. Del. Archives, Vol. III, p. 1367. 
60. Of Pennsylvania. 
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the remaining part of the day; the mob threatening to roast me 
alive if they could get me into the Street. In a short time after 
they left me, they by some means procured an Ax and went in 
a Body to the Pole and cut it down, when it fell, the Streets re- 
sounded with Huzza for King George and General Howe, exe- 
crations against the Congress, Whigs, &c. They then took the 
top of the Pole, on which part of the Independent flag had been 
us’d to be hoisted, and carried it in derision about the ‘Town, 
followed by the Croud throwing up their Hats and Huzzaing 
for the King, and when tired with that kind of mockery, set 
it up at publick sale, struck it off it is said for thirteen pence, 
meaning I suppose Hangman’s Wages. After this, one of their 
gang placed himself in the Court House door with a large 
Hickory club, which he held across the door, saying every per- 
son who came in there should declare himself for the King, 
thus forcibly Electing a number of their Junto to represent 
them in the General Assembly of this State, one of which has 
been disarmed by a Committee of the late Assembly of this 
Government, as an Enemy to the Liberties of America, and an- 
other of whom has been convicted of being unfriendly to the 
common cause before the Committee of Safety of this County. 


The friends of America here, convinced from. the conduct 
of that day that setting down inactive will not protect them from 
the rage and fury of this disaffected Banditti, have petitioned the 
Assembly of the State, for protection for their persons and pro- 
perty, what weight it may have is not yet known, but certain it 
is, if these disaffected wretches are permitted thus to go on, it 
will be dangerous for any friend to this County to travel the 
public Roads in this County a little time longer, and I am well 
satisfied that if there was only one thousand English Troops 
landed in any place within their reach, they would flock to them 
almost to a man. ‘These circumstances must be very alarming 
to Pennsylvania, if properly considered, for was a Body of Eng- 
lish to be landed here, this County, if not the whole Govern- 
ment, must fall into their hands, and the few friends to the 
common cause residing here, become a sacrifice to their relentless 
fury, and they would be supply’d with provisions, &c., while 
they made War upon your State. That this event may never 
happen is the sincere wish of, 

Gentleman, 


Your most Obedient and very Humbl servt, 
Henry FisHER 
N. B. When I received the inclos’d, it was broken open as you 


Au 
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will see by the certificate of Mr. Delany, and have sent to you 
that you may take such order to discover the perpetrators as you 
think fit. 
Directed, 


To the Honorable the Committee of Safety, 
for the State of Pennsylvania. 


To care of Col. McKean. 
Indorsed, 


From Henry Fisher, October 25th, 1776. 
Received at Newcastle, Oct. 30th, and forwarded by their 
most humble servant, 


Tuo. M’KEan 


That there were troops stationed at Lewes during the 
years 1776 to 1779 for the safeguarding of pilots as well 
as for other interior guard duty is well known; the troops 
have been referred to from time to time in letters and in 
records. The first bill for this company was sent to Con- 
gress’ by William Peery, the commanding officer, on July 5, 
1776, and must have covered a period of some three months. 
This would place the organization of the company in March 
of the same year. Another bill” was presented Dec. 19th. 
The only muster roll” of this company that has come down 
to us is dated April 23, 1777, the day the commissions were 
presented to the officers by Henry Fisher.” The last entry 
in the Journals of Congress” concerning this company is 
dated Tuesday, March 30, 1779. 

A Muster Roll of the Independent Company of Foot in 
the Service of the United States. 


Raised for the safe Guard of the Pilots and the persons 
and Goods of the well Effected subjects of the said State resid- 
ing near the Town of Lewes and the Coast of Delaware Bay. 


Commanded by Captain William Peery. 


61. Journal of Continental Congress. 
62. Ibid. 
63. Del. Archives, Vol. III, pp. 1054-55. 


64. Confirmed April 28th. Journal of the Continental Congress, Vol. VII, p. 304. 
Fisher was also employed by the Pa. Council of Safety. 


65. Ibid. 
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DaTE oF DATE OF 
ComMMISSION CAPTAIN CoMMISssION LIEUTENANTS 
1777 Elegy 
April 23 William Peery April 23 Ist. John Westly 
2nd John Hazzard 
DaTE oF DaTE oF 
ComMISSsION ENSIGN ENLISTMENT SERGEANT 
We te A We Aa? 


April 23 William Hall 


April 24 James Vent 


do Levy Virden 
do Jesse Hall 
William Frame 
DaTE OF DaTE OF 
ENLISTMENT CorPORALS ENLISTMENT Drum & FIFE 
1777 1777 
Noble Lewes April 24 Joseph Dyer 
April 24 John Cade do Isaac Tull 
do James McNiell 
do Constantine Marriner 
DaTE oF 
ENLISTMENT PRIVATES REMARKS 
1777 
April 24 John Hopkins 
do William Coulter 
do Thomas Coulter 
do Robert Willis 
do John Tam 
do David Richards 
do William Butcher 
do Benja. Prettyman 
do Isaac Richards 
do Isaac Darnell 
do Spencer Lacy 
do John Stephenson 
do Benjamin Doherty 
do James Coulter 
do Robert Hall 
do Isaac Atkins 
do Aaron Sowden 
do James Marriner 
do Samuel Dodd 
do William Orr. 
do Thomas Bullock 
do John Bignall not joined 
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DaTE oF 
ee ae PRIVATES REMARKS 
April 24 Alexander Mcllvain 
do William Bignall 
_ do Shipna Cord 
do Daniel Jester 
do John Fleming 
do Levin Stradly 
do Luke West 
do Richard Tull 
Rhoads Dazey Sick 
May 6 Eliphaz Dazey 
do William Powders 
do Daniel Roach 
do Zael Hall 
do William Hopkins 
do Edward Hitchens 
do Ezekiel Hitchins 
do Wrixam Lewes 
do Jacob Notingham 
do William Hall 
do David Hopkins 
do George Collins 
do John Windsor 
do Mathew Wharton 
7 Thomas Wright 
7 Peter Stockly 
7 Prettyman Stockly 
John Black 
May 7 John Young not joined 
do John Stewart 
do Stephen Atkins 
May 9 Joseph Prettyman 
do Thomas Mcguire 
do Thomas Dazey 
19 William Stephenson 
do Thomas West 
do Peter Ricords 
do Robert Lacy 
June 2 Samuel Glover 


LEWES, June 2nd, 1777 


I do hereby Certify that the Within Roll Contains. a just and true 
State of the Independent Company in the Service of the Unied States of 
America raised for the protection of the Pilots and; other well Effected 
Subjects of the said States residing near the Town of Lewes and the Coast 


of Delaware:Bay, _ Wiuuiam PEERY, Captain 
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Although the records are far from complete, there is 
ample evidence in the Journals of the Continental Congress 
to show that the Independent Company of Foot at Lewes 
was a Continental organization rather than State Militia. 
Who or at what date the company was authorized, the 
records have not disclosed. The fact that its commander 
dealt with Congress directly and that its bills were paid by 
Congress through him is evident. 


Nevertheless, there was another company, a Militia 
Company, raised at Lewes, little of which is known. It 
was commanded by the same William Peery” and a morn- 
ing return of this regiment under Col. Collins was made 
Jan. 20, 1777, at Trenton.” The company was not at the 
Battle of Trenton, Dec. 26, 1776, but what part it took at 
Princeton on Jan. 3rd following is not clear. Col. Collins’ 
regiment comprised nine companies of 288 effectives. 
Capt. Peery’s Company, the strongest, had 41 men. This 
militia company was organized Dec. 18, 1776 for this cam- 
paign and the only complete Muster Roll remaining was 
thatiot fans. Ny 7 aie 


A Muster Roll of Captain William Peery’s Company 
December 18, 1776 to Jan. 8, 1777 
William Peery, Captain 
Hugh King, first Lieutenant 
John Sheldon Dorman, 2nd Lieut. 
John Hazzard, Ensign 


oe 


SEARGEANTS CoRPORALS DRUMMER 
Robert Hood John Bar Richard Hilford 
Emmanuel Russel John Vent 
James Vent John Dutton 
Robert Prettyman Joseph Darby 
ENROLLED 
18TH oF Dec. John Tam 18 William Coulter 
1776 Constant Marrinor do Abraham Conwell 
do James McNiell do John Hopkins 
do John Clampitt do Thomas Coulter 


66. He commanded both companies at the same time. Del. Archives, Vol. II, 
p- 742. March 26, 1777. 

67. Ibid. Vol. III, p. 1244. 

68. Del. Archives, Vol. III, p. 1053. 


LETTERS AND RECORDS 


23 


do Moses Marriner 18 Thomas Harris 

do David Stephenson do John King 

do Samuel Wiltbank do William Hopkins 
do James Coulter 19 Oliver Pride 

do Archibald Hopkins 18 Spencer Lacy 

20th Elephaz Dazey 28 Thomas Bostridge 
18 Thomas West 18 Aaron Srowden 

do Clark Notingham do Alexander Mcllvain 
do John Young do Shephard Mcllvain 
21 Robert Stephenson do Jacob Notingham 
18th William Hazzard do Samuel Dodd 


19 Zael Hall 


I do declare on Honour that the Officers and Men who appeared this 
day in my Company are Bona fide Engaged in the service of the United 
States and Receive pay according to the Rank they hold in this Roll like- 
wise the time of Entering into the present service is assertained on the 
face of this Roll: Also Samuel Stephen (Torn out). 


WituiamM PEERY 


Mustered Then in Capt. Peerys Company One Captain Two Lieuten- 
ants One Ensign Four Sergeants Four Corporals One Drummer and 
Twenty Eight Privates Allowing one Private sick to Pass Unrespited he 
being Certified Effective. ‘This muster is Taken from the Eighteenth 
of December to the Eighth of January 1777 Boath Days Encluded. 


NaTHL. DonnELL Dept. Must. Mast. 


The following letter (Del. Arch. Vol. III, p. 1281) 
throws light on the general conditions in Sussex Co. at this 
time. 

Letter to the President of Congress 


Lewes, June 24th, 1777 
Sir. 

Justice to our Country, and the obligation we are under to 
the Honorable Congress, we conceive make it our duty at this 
time to inform them of the unjustifiable practices carry’d on by 
numbers of the inhabitants of this County, who have ever de- 
clar’d themselves from their whole line of Conduct since the 
Commencement of the present Contest with Britian, Enemies 
to the American Cause, and in open violation of the Laws, & 
Constitution, of this State in particular, still continue to keep 
up a Criminal intercourse with the enemies Ships of War now 
lying in Delaware Bay, and supply them with all kinds of pro- 
visions that our County affords, and so bold are they now grown 
in this iniquitous Trade, that they fish and fowl together in 
common along the Shore. ‘The enemy it is said are also recruit- 
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ing Men very fast among them, Sixty Men we are told from 
the upper part of this County have lately gone on board the 
Enemies Ships, and are to have liberty to choose their Officers: 
certain it is that many have gone from the different parts of 
the County, some of whom we well know— 


The President of the Delaware State, with the advice of 
his Privy Council, in May last, sent Commissioners from the 
Counties of New Castle and Kent, to Enquire into the state of 
this County, and order’d them to make report of any Treason- 
able practices they might be able to discover Committed by any 
of the Inhabitants against the Laws thereof, which Commis- 
sion after remaining some time among us, on returning did give 
a state of the County in writing, a copy of which is here in- 
closed. Great expectations were formed by the well affected 
here from the candour and integrity of the Gentlemen ap- 
pointed on this occasion, that some measures would be adopted 
by the Assembly who were to sit in a few days, to prevent for 
the future such pernicious practices; but contrary to our most 
sanguine hopes they adjourned to the end of the year without 
doing anything to put a stop to this Criminal intercourse. It 
may be said in answer to this, that by a Law of the Delaware 
State passed the twenty second of February last, it is made 
Treason to give aid, comfort, or assistance to the Enemy, but 
experience has since that time fully shown, that the whole force 
of that Law has been altogether evaded, by filling the Civil 
Offices of Government here almost in every instance, with none 
but such as have rendered themselves notorious for their oppo- 
sition to the Independence of this State, and every measure 
adopted for the preservation of our Common Rights. 


Within this week past a scheme has been discovered carry- 
ing on by some of the wretched Junto here, which if not an 
immediate stop put to, must prove very injurious to the United 
States. One Simon Kollock” of this County, who last fall 
went on board the Enemies Ships, it is said has lately been on 
shore and brought with him Seventy Thousand Pounds in Coun- 
terfeit thirty Dollar Bills, and has engaged some of his accom- 
plices to purchase Cattle with them (the High Sheriff” of this 
County appears to be a principal) supposed to be for the use of 
the Enemy, and altho some of the Bills has been detected in 





69. Simon Kollock was a wealthy and influential landowner. He was elected to 
the House of Representatives in 1782 and 1784, and to the State Senate 
in 1787. In 1782 he was speaker. Ancestors of the same name repre- 
sented Sussex Co. in the House of Assembly in 1739, 1740, 1741 and 1762. 

70. Dorman Lofland was appointed High Sheriff of Sussex Co., by John Penn, Oct. 
12, 1775. Col. Rec. Vol. X, p. 271. He was succeeded by John Wood- 
gate. 
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this Town, not a single step has been taken by the Civil authori- 
ties to bring the perpetrators of this Villany to Justice. From 
the whole face of things as they appear at this time, we have 
not the least reason to doubt, that if the Enemy were to gain 
the smallest advantage over the Army of the United American 
States, and the English Fleet appear on our Coast, that there 
would be a general rising in favour of the British King and his 
forces: under these alarming apprehensions we can only look up 
to Congress under providence for protection and relief, and that 
in such manner as they in their Wisdom shall think most effect- 
ual. 


The Bearer hereof Major Henry Niell who goes Express 
is a Gentleman of undoubted veracity, well acquainted with the 
present state of this County, and can give a fuller detail of 
those matters than can well be Circumscribed within the bounds 
of a letter. 


We have only to add that we have the Honor to be Sir 
Your most obedient and very Humble servants 


Davip Hau 
Henry FIsHER 
WiLiiAM PEERY 
Joun CLoveEs 


Col. W. Richardson was sent with a regiment of Con- 
tinental Line, to Sussex County to locate and arrest the 
principal Tory leaders. He reported as follows:” 

Sussex Co. 9 August 1779 


May it Please your Honours 


Soon after my arrival here I waited upon the Gentlemen our 
Friends in Lewes ‘Town to Consult them on the Business for 
which I was order’d Down, & laid before them the Resolution © 
of Congress on that head. It was determined upon as the most 
effectual mode, that all the Water Craft in Cedar Creek & else 
where from which the Enemy are likely to receive Supplies, 
shou’d be collected into Lewes ‘Town Creek, & put under the 
Care of the Armed Boat Stationed there. Accordingly I issued 
Orders to Captn. Murphy who Commands the sd. Boat to pro- 
ceed to Cedar Creek and Seize all the Craft there; and to en- 
able him to effect this without danger from the Inhabitants, I 
ordered down two Parties of Foot,, one on each side the Creek, 
to Aid and Assist him. However Captn. Murphy on his Pass- 
age up to Cedar Creek, on the 6th Instant, fell in with and took 
a Sloop from New York (of which you will be fully informed 


71. Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XIX, folio 143. 
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by Colo. Hall and Major Fisher), which prevented him from 
executing my orders respecting the Craft. I then sent Orders 
to my Officers to burn all the Craft in that Creek, and to dis- 
arm the Inhabitants, which I expect they will effect before they 
return to Camp. 


In the Sloop taken by Captn. Murphey were found Several 
Letters and Papers, which I herewith transmit to you to be laid 
before Congress. As there is reason to believe that the Persons 
to whom these Letters are Addressed have Carried on a Corres- 
pondence with the Enemy prejudicial to the United States, 
I thought it my duty to apprehend & Secure them; And as there 
is no great probability that Tory Judges will punish Tory Of- 
fenders however Atrocious their Offence, I have sent Messrs. 
Peter & Burton Robinson under Guard to Congress (where they 
will be properly dealt with), rather than to the Civil Power 
of this County or the State. I also took Mr. George Walton 
into Custody, but have since set him at liberty on his giving 
good Security to be forthcoming when I shall receive Orders 
from Congress respecting him. 


I have in my Possession One hundred and Ninety Nine 
Counterfeit thirty Dollar Bills, which I took from Thomas 
Cockayne of this County, Agent to a Walter Franklin of New 
York, & I transmit to you a Letter from Franklin to Cockayne 
which Accompanied the Bills from York. Upon examination 
it appears that a Thomas Lightfoot (who is Concerned with 
Franklin in an Iron Works) received the Letter and Bills from 
Simon Kollick, & delivered them to Cockayne. Lightfoot & 
Cockayne were carried before a Magistrate, and after being ex- 
amined by him, they were discharged. By Propositions from 
Cockayne to Adams (a Copy of which I transmit) it is evi- 
dent they had a design to Circulate the Bills, but how far Con- 
gress may think them Culpable I am not to Judge. I shall how- 
ever be ready to execute any Order which that Honorable Body 
may Judge expedient to give me respecting this or any Other 
Matter. | 


From the best information I have been able to Collect, & 
from my Own Observations it appears that a large Majority of 
the Inhabitants of this County are disaffected; and would I be- 
lieve afford the Enemy every Aid in their Power, except Per- 
sonal Service in the Field, which the greater part of them want 
Spirit todo. They are a set of Poor Ignorant Illetorate People. 
yet they are Artful and Cunning as Foxes, tis hardly possible to 
detect the most Open Offenders, yet they are almost every Day 
Offending. I have had several of the most open and daring 
before me, but upon examination nothing has been proved against 
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them that would Justify my keeping them Prisoners. I have 
read the Oath of Allegiance proposed in the Assembly of this 
State to them, and they declare they are willing to take it—l 
should therefore be glad to be impowered to Administer that 
or such a one as Congress may Judge proper to be taken by these 
Rascals; for to apprehend, & turn them loose again, with only a 
Reprimand, serves rather to harden than Convince or Convert 
them. 

Have inclosed a General Return of my Regiment to the first 
of August—thd Unsettled State we have been in for some time 
past, has prevented me from making regular Monthly Returns 
for which I hope to be pardoned. I shall take care to make 
them regularly in future. Our People have been, & still are 
very Sickly, some have been taken off. We are without Medi- 
cine—the Director General promised to prepare a Chest and 
send it down to me, but I am afraid it has slip’d his Memory; 
the inclosed Letter to him is on the Subject. 

We have not been Joined by any of the Militia of the Dela- 
ware State ordered by Congress—Nor are they Necessary——Our 
Own Regiment Small & Sickly as it is, being sufficient to Op- 
pose and suppress any inimical attempts of the Inhabitants. ‘Ten 
or twenty Light Horse would render more service than a Regi- 
ment of Foot in apprehending Suspected Persons—they are as 
wild as Deer & run almost as fast. I have had a party after that 
Atrocius Villian Dorman Lofland™ these two Days, but he has 
eluded their Strictest Search, and made his Escape into a large 
thick Swamp. Yesterday evening I received a Letter from Genl. 
Dagworthey informing that he had Just received a Letter from 
Colc. Purnal by Express acquainting him that the British Fleet 
to the Amount of two hundred and upwards appeared off the 
Bar of Sinapuxen, and were bearing to the Southward with the 
wind about South East. 

Have sent an Account of the Cloathing &ca. receiv’d from 
Major Harriso(n &) Colo. Foreman’s Regimt. in Consequence 
of your Order. 

I have the Honour to be with the greatest Respect 

Your most obedt. Humble Servt. 
W. RicHaRDson™ 
Endorsed: Colonel Richardson’s 
Letter. 
Sussex County, 9 Aug. 1777. 
Letter from Colonel Richardson, 


72. Only a soldier would speak so bluntly in reference to the High Sheriff of 
Sussex Co. 

73. Col. Richardson was assisted in this work by Capt. Benjamin Dennis and some 
of his troops in the Worcester Co. (Md.) Militia. 
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enclosing sundry Papers, & Letters 

taken on board a prize from New York. 
Addressed: ‘The Honorable 

The Commissioners of the 

Board of War 

Philadelphia. 


On August 15th, Congress passed a resolution calling 
upon President McKinly to order the arrest and confine- 
ment of Lightfoot and Cockayne and the order of Czsar 
Rodney, Commander of the Militia is as follows:” 

To the High Sheriff of Sussex County,” Delaware 
August 1777 


Sir A Party of Coll. Richardson’s Men will deliver you 

the Bodies of Thomas Lightfoot andThomas Cochayne, who in 

Virtue of a Resolution of Congress and the Express order of the 

President of this State, I have taken into Custody, and now order 

you in the Most Positive terms to keep them safe confin’d untill 

you shall receive Orders to the Contrary from the President 
Carsar RopNEY 


Sussex County B. General 


Delaware State 


The letter is endorsed as follows: 
‘To the High Sheriff of Sussex County or to his Gaoler— 
In the 25th of the Month called August 1777 two of the 


above named Richardson’s Officers came to our House Just be- 
fore Night and forced us the Subscribers to go with them to 
their Camp at the house of John Clowes, where we Arrived 
about the Middle of A dark Night, and gave us no reason why 
we were thus treated further than that they were Order’r to take 
us even at the Risque of their lives; and on the 27th of the 
same Month we were sent under a Guard of twelve Armed men 
and an Officer to Lewes Town Gaol, with a Commitment from 
Caesar Rodney of which the Above is true Copy, where we re- 
main close Confined, and a Guard of Armed Men sit about the 
Gaol by one Capt. Perry, who have frequently prevented our 
Friends from coming in to Visit us, and we have never yet been 
Able to know either our Accuser or Accusation— 


Tuo LiGHTFOOT 


Lewes Town Gaol Tuos. CocKaYNE 
12th of 10th Mo. 1777 


74. “Letters to and from Caesar Rodney” p. 209. 
75. John Woodgate. 
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The final disposition of Lightfoot and Cockayne is not 
clear but while they were prisoners at Lewes an election was 
held, or at least scheduled. Election days do not seem to 
have been ordinary holidays in Delaware, even in those early 
times. The following letter” from William Peery to his 
friend Czsar Rodney is an account of this one. 


Lewes October 3rd 1777. 
Sir: 

I suppose before this reaches your Town you will have vari- 
ous representations of what happened here in the late Election 
day, in which I make no doubt my Character among others must 
suffer much, I have therefore undertaken to give you a true state 
of the whole matter in order to enable you to judge impartially 
thereon.—For sometime, before the Election various stories 
were circulated through the County to inflame the minds of the 
disaffected multitude here, one of which was, that if the 
Whigs” got into the Assembly the Militia would be draughted 
and obliged to go to the Camp, in consequence of which the 
disaffected came out almost to a man; as soon as they had collect- 
ed in Town they began in their usual strain of drinking prosper- 
ity to King George, Damning the Whigs, and swearing there 
was not Rebels enough in town to take them up &c. I order’d 
some of them under Guard and had one of them Bound to ap- 
pear at the next Court of Oyer and Terminer. 


This behavior of the Tories determin’d a few Whigs to 
send for the Sheriff and propose ta him that no man should be 
suffer’d to Vote who refus’d to take the following Oath. “I— 
do swear that I renounce and refuse all allegiance and obedience 
to George the third King of Great Britain &c., and that I will 
discover and make known, to the President, or some Judge, or 
Justice of the Peace, of the Delaware State all Treasons, or 
Traitorous comspiracies, that I now or hereafter may know, to 
be form’d against the same” and requested the Sheriff to pro- 
pose it to the People which he at first agree’d to, but in some 
short time after told us he was threatened to be thrown Neck 
and Heels out of the Court Houses if he tender’d any such Oath. 
Col. Conwell, Major Fisher, and myself, then went into the 
Court-House and proposed it to the Inspectors who (in our opin- 


76. In the Genealogical Society of Pa. 


77. Supporters of American liberty in contradistinction to the “Tories” who were 
supporters of the crown. 
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ion) would have adopted the measure had not Jacob Moore, and 
John Wiltbank,™ come in and oppos’d it which drew on a pretty 
warm debate between Moore and myself, in the course of which 
Moore said he had opposed any such Oath in the House of As- 
sembly and always would, that he would take no such Oath,” 
and if any Inspector refus’d his Vote he would bring an Action 
against him, and he would find one hundred and fifty more 
should do the same, whereupon our proposal was rejected and 
the Election opened. We then retired into a Room and sent 
the Sheriff a Note to the purport following. 
Sir 

A number of Whigs have met and are determined no man 
shall Vote at the Election this day unless he take the oath pre- 
scribed in the paper put into your Hands. 

Won. PERRY 


To John Woodgate Sheriff” 

This note was deliver’d by Major Fisher who returned with 
an answer in the Sheriffs name tho in Moores Writing. ‘That 
he could only conduct the Election according to Law, and if I 
impeded the freedom there of by an Armed force he would ad- 
journ it and I must expect to be answerable for any consequences 
arising. On receiving this I sent the following answer. a 
Sir 

I expect to be answerable for any Consequences arising from 
my Conduct respecting the present Election, be that as it may, 
Either adjourn the Election, or Administer the Oath prescrib- 
ed, or I will make Lewes Town toq Hot for every Tory in it. 


WILLIAM PEERY 


To John Woodgate Sheriff 


This was also deliver’d by Major Fisher who was waiting 
an answer when he was Seiz’d by Isaac Bradley and others who 
Beat him with their Fists, Clubs, and Stamped him, until the 
Militia now on duty and the Soldiers was call’d to his relief, 
who instantly rushed in and, rescued him or he must have been 
Murdered in a few minutes more.—The people Enraged to see 


78. Members of this Council of Safety for Sussex County appointed Oct. 20, 1775. 
Formerly members of the Boston Relief Committee. 

John Wiltbank mentioned so many times was certainly not a radical 
patriot as was William Peery and many others at Lewes. Nevertheless 
he may be regarded as one attempting to occupy the middle ground or 
conservative opinion, a position difficult to maintain between two lines of 
radicals. He is referred to as Major and no doubt held office in the Militia. 

79. But he had done so a year prior as a member of the Constitutional Convention. 
80. Successor to Dorman Lofland. 
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the Major thus basely treated, Beat without distinction every 
one of the party that came in their way, one of them fir’d a Gun 
at Bradly in the Street which made the Tories fly to their Houses 
with all possible speed some Jumping out of the Court-House 
Windows and getting off as fast as they Could the Soldiers pur- 
suing and firing several Guns after them and it was with diffi- 
culty they could be restrain’d by the Officers who Exerted them- 
selves on the Occasion—The Sheriff and Inspectors also quited 
the Court-House and the Election broke up in confusion—This 


Sir 


lect 


is a true state of the whole matter so far as I am able to Col- 
My Conduct may be censurable but when the State of 





this County comes to be fully considered I hope I shall stand 
Justified in the judgment of every friend to the American Cause. 


Your Most 
Obt. Sevt. 


WituiaAM PEERY 


To Caesar Rodney Esq. 
Two days later we have the following routine report:” 


Sir 


Lewes Oct. 5th 1777 


This morning 36 Sail of the Enemies Ships went past this 


Town up the Bay, and this Evening 47 more were seen from 
the light House Standing in for the Cape, and while Writing 
being Nine o’clock, find by, the lights in the Bay and firing 
Signal Guns, they have Anchor’d in our Road, I hope they also 
will pass by without Vissiting us. 


On the appearance of the Fleet last evening all the Boats 


along Lewes Creek were brought up to the Fort and a Centinel 
placed over them to prevent any person going off to the Ships, 
but notwithstanding this precaution, Abraham Wiltbank,” his 


81. In the N. Y. Public Library. 


82. The 


House of Representatives for the Countiey of New Castle, Kent and Sus- 
sex, upon Delaware, at New Castle, in session on Friday, March 22nd, 
1776 A, M. issued detailed instructions to Abraham Wiltbank for the en- 
listment of men in the service. He was addressed as First Lieutenant. 
(Del. Archives, Vol. I, p. 33 & 34). 
The muster roll for the men he enlisted is found in Del. Archives Vol. 
II, p. 770. This covers the period from March 22nd to April 29th, 1776 
and contains notations extending it to Aug. 8th. It was a detachment 
of Captain Latimer’s Company of Independents and was in no way con- 
nected with either of Capt. Peery’s Companies. 
Delaware Archives, Vol. II, p. 991. Henry Neill resigned his commission 
as officer in this detachment. 

Lewes Augt. 12th 1776 
“Whereas I Henry Neille third Lieutt. of the Indipendent Company shall 
deliver up my Comtmission to the Hon. Council of Safety bearing date 22d 


(Foot Note Continued on Page 32) 
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Son Jacob, and Luke Shields Junr., went on Board the Fleet, 
they had taken a small Boat a Cross the Creek some time Yester- 
day, and left her where she could not be discover’d and in the 
Evening went over in a Cannoe, and then haul’d their Boat a 
Cross the Cape to the Serf, and we suppose went to Ships who 
were then anchor’d in the Road. 

I have been advis’d to place Guards at their Houses and have 
their Goods Inventory’d, but have declin’d the measure untill 
I shall receive orders from you respecting the matter, should 
therefore take it as a favour if you would be so kind as to send 
me your opinion on this Head— 

Your Most 
Obt Sevt. 
WiLiiAM PEERY 


To Caesar Rodney Esq. 


A few days later, Thomas McKean proposed the Dela- 
ware Battalion of Whigs and the immediate discharge of all 
Militia except Captain William Peery’s Company i in Sussex. 

“In November, 1777, Dr. Rush moved in Congress that 
some Continental troops be sent down to Lewes, Delaware, 
to overawe the persons then disaffected with Congress. 
George Read, not hearing that the motion was rejected, im- 
mediately remonstrated strongly, but Robert Morris wrote 
back to him that Rush’s motion was rejected, and that a 
Virginia regiment’ ordered up from the Eastern Shore of 
Maryland” was to stop at Dover for further orders, if the 
Delaware Governor should want them. This was consid- 
ered unnecessary.” 

82 (Continued From Page 31) 
March 1776 I have recd full pay with the Subsistance as followed of Mr. 


John Wiltbank Military Treasr. for the County of Sussex up to the 12th 
cts a ore Pr. Henry Neille 


“Recevd 12th Augt. 1776 of Mr. John Wiltbank Military Treasr. Six 
pound ten shilling for two thirds of my fith months pay when resigned 
“On the back : » 

rata tnlirialL wee fic Pr. Henry Neille 


Henry Neill’s 
Receipt & Resignation.” 
As Abraham Wiltbank is known to hava been an influential landowner, 
one wonders why an otherwise apparently stable citizen should change his 
political affiliations in the midst of such a crisis. Perhaps he didn’t. 
I find no other reference to Luke Shields. 
83. Oct. 14, 1777. Del. Arch., Vol. III, p. 1049. 
84. Could it have been an Heachen Shore of Va. Regiment? 
85. Salisbury. 
86. History of Del. Conrad. Vol. L p. 104. 
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The Independent Company of Foot was demobilized in 
March, 1779.. William Peery was elected to the House of 
Representatives the same year, and served continuously 
until 1784, inclusive. The Tory sentiment gradually weak- 
ened during these years and as the patriots assumed the 
various civil offices, William Peery became the first Treas- 

87 . ° . ° 
urer of Sussex County and continued to serve in this capacity 
87. The exact date of the appointment is unknown but the first official entry that 
I find ia Feb. 1, 1780. See Del. Archives, Vol. II, p. 959. 
From “Notes” made by Eleazer McComb, Auditor of Accounts while 
settling claims with the Commissioner on the part of the United States. 


An account marked A placed between Voucher 87 & 88, containing 
an account of money paid Isaac Carty—in 3 payments, viz: 


1780 Dollars 
Feb. bli Bo Win.) Peery, Baar.) eau A ONE AE EY NN haa hE MORI 17,142 
8 By BLE IC AY ent I Bega a ea AU NBIC A hy CU UC MONIC NEW Ga 16,000 
May 24 By Do uu eraer ito nou Reddle) "re 3,200 
36,342 


From these payments were to be 
deducted to make up the full 
payment of a warrant of 


75,000 dollars 4,453 


31,889 
“And the remaining was to be Credited on a warrant of 175,000—no 
receipts for the above items. See Journals of Congress June 3d 1784.” 


And the following voucher is the earliest that I find William Peery 
referred to as “Major.” Del. Archives. Vol. II, p. 672. 


On the back of a voucher dated July 1, 1780 from Birsha Harrington 
we find 


“If Majr. Peery will pay the within demand & take proper rect. there- 
on it shall be allowed him at settlement. 

Joshua Clayton S. T. 

“Recd. of William Peery by Credit on his books lb. 8:17:6 for this 
order, 

Pr. Edward Polk 
Jany. 11th 1790 
“Received of Edward polk the full Contents of the within order by Major 
perrey 
Received by me April the 24th 1789 
John Revell” 
AND 

“Rec’d of William Peery August 26th 1781 the sum of Nine Pounds 
Eighteen Shillings allowed Richard Furbush a Corporal of Coll. Neills Regi- 
ment of Delaware Militia and assigned to me by the said Furbush. 
tb. 9:18:0 Rdc. Pr. Wm. Coulter” 

Why he is referred to as Major at this date I do not know. He was 
commissioned Major in the Militia at the reorganization of that body in 
June 1782 by Gov. Dickinson. See: A Branch of the Peery Family Tree, 
pokey, 
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until 1796.” Immediately after his retirement from the 
House of Representatives, he was elected to Congress.” 
During his service in Congress, he was named on a commis- 
sion to treat with the southern Indians. In the minutes are 
the following resolutions:” 


March 21, 1785. ‘Congress proceeded to the election of 
three Commissioners to treat with the Cherokees, and all other 
Indians southward of them, within the limits of the United 
States, persuant to the act of the 15th of the present Month (p. 
159) and the ballots being taken Benjamin Hawkins, Esq. was 
elected, having been nominated by the delegates of North Caro- 
lina; Daniel Carrol, Esq. having been nominated by Mr. Mc- 
Henry; William Peery, esq., having been nominated by Mr. 
(Gunning) Bedford.” 

Monday, March 21, 1785. “On motion of Mr. (Charles) 
Pinckney, seconded by Mr. (Richard Dobbs) Sparght, 

“Resolved, That two additional Commissioners be appoint- 
ed for holding treaties with the Southern Indians, agreeable 
to the act of the 15th instant, and that any three shall form a 
quorum.” 

“So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

“Congress proceeded to the election of two additional Com- 
missioners, and the ballots being taken, Andrew Pickens, esq., 
was eleced, having been nominated by Mr. (Charles) Pinck- 
ney; Joseph Martin, Esq., having been nominated by Mr. 
(Samuel) Hardy.” 


Three days later he forwarded his accounts to the State 


88. It was not unusual for one man to hold several offices at the same time in that 
day. To be a member of Congress, County Treasurer, and Indian Com- 
missioner at the same time seems incompatible to us. The following 
receipt (Del. Arch. Vol. II, p. 922), with the endorsements it bears, is 
interesting and worthy of further investigation: 

Rec’d April 7th 1781 of William Peery Treasurer of Sussex County 
thirteen Bundles of Money containing Sixty Seven Thousand four hundred 
and fifteen Dollars which I am to deliver to Samuel Patterson Esquire 
Treasurer of Delaware State. 

Rec’d. pr. me 
Henry Neill 
67,415 doll. 
to purchase a Privateer 
pd. the above to him. 
S. Patterson 

On the back of the paper 

Collo. Hen. Neil 

Ib, 25280:12:6 

89. He served during 1785-1786 in the Second Continental Congress. 

90. Journal of the Cont. Congress, Vol. 28, p. 183. 
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Auditor and prepared to sail for Charleston to act with the 


commission." 
Sussex May 24th 1785 
Sir 

By Nathl Waples Esquire have sent up my Account and 
Vouchers for the Rect and Expenditures of public Monies 
since the tenth day of May 1784. 

This account, through the hurry of business, is not so cor- 
rect as I could wish, but hope it so far explicit as to be under- 
stood by you. Principal part of the Vouchers ought to have 
gone to the State Treasurer and his Rect taken for the amount 
of them; but it has been out of my power to do that, and as | 
have paid no Money but by express Orders, I conceive no difh- 
culty can possibly arise on the amount. 

You will see I have charged 244 p ct Commission on the 
Money paid in persuance of a certain Resolution of the Gen- 
eral Assembly (and when you consider the trouble of people 
attending to get their Money, and the real labour in doing the 
business, I am persuaded you will think the charge reasonable. 

The balance upon the whole Acct as I have stated it is in 
favour of the State £45.15.034, this Sum of Money I have made 

free to take with me to Carolina which is, I can truly say, the 
first time I have ever made use of any Money belonging to the 
public; but not having what I conceived a sufficient Sum of my 
own to take with me, and being on public business, and the State 
being indebted to me in a larger Sum than this, as will appear 
by your Report of January last, I think myself Justifiable in 
this matter. 

Tomorrow morning, if health permits, I set out for Charles- 
Town, from which place I hope you will hear from me next. 
With the most sincere regard, 

I remain, Sir, 


Your 
very 
hum! 
Sevt 
WILLIAM PEERY 
To 
Eleazer McComb Esquire 
at 
Dover 


The commission made its report the following year.” 
April 12, 1786. “April 10: The following committee 


91. Letter in the collection of Mr. Willard S$. Morse. Santa Monica, Cal. 
92. Journal of the Cont. Cong. Vol. 30, p. 160 
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was appointed: Mr. (James) Monroe, Mr. (William Samuel) 
Johnson, Mr. (Rufus) King, Mr. (John) Kean, and Mr. 
(Charles) Pinckney, on ‘Letters from Com*S’. for treating with 
the southern Indians with the treaties by them entered into with 
the Cherokees, Choctaws, and Chickassaws.’? Report was rend- 
ered May (April) 17, 1786.” 


The report of the Commissioners: Benjamin Hawkins, 
Andrew Pickens, Joseph Martin and Lachlan McIntosh.” 


Treaty was made at Hopewell on the Keowee with the 
Cherokees, November 28, 1785. 


Choctaws, January 3, 1786. 
Chickasaws, January 10, 1786. 


Why Major Peery failed to serve with this commission 
is unknown. He was present at the roll-calls in Congress 
the following year, at least as late as June 14th. 


The following letter” is reminiscent of some the author” 
has written. It indicates that the ways of the War Depart- 
ment began in the early days of the republic. 

Sir 

Isaac Cooper Esquire has requested the favour of me to in- 
form you by a line the reason why an Order was not drawn in 
favour of George Smith Capt. in the Regiment of Delaware 

Militia under the Command of Col. Neill. I can only say that 

President Vandyke told me he was informed that Capt. Smith 

had never returned a Horse belonging to the United States which 

Smith had received while he was in the service, and until the 

Horse was returned the President retained his Order. 

I am Sir 
your’s etc. 
WituiamM PEERY 
Eleazer McComb Esquire Lewes Aug. 5th, 1790 

93. Ibid. p. 187. 
94. Lachlan McIntosh for the Cherokees only. I find no authority from Congress 

for this. Probably he was engaged by the Commission. 
95. In the collection of Mr. George H. Perry, Construction Engineer, P. R. R., 

30th & Market St., Philadelphia. 
96. Formerly Major, U. S. Army, now a Professor at Lafayette College, Easton, 

Pa. 
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This letter” contains some interesting references to the 
political situation in Sussex County during the Campaign 
of 1796. 

Sussex Sept. 4th 1796 

Sir 

I just sat down to give you a hasty line on the state of poli- 
tics in this County which at this time does not exhibit a favour- 
able prospect to friends of republicanism. Mr. Charles Polk 
who was a very active alive and influential character is lately dead 
which is an irreparble loss to the republican interest, and Nathe. 

Hays whom we intended to oppose to Daniel Rogers is taken into 

the Aristocratic Ticket and of consequence his influence will be 

against us, so that I hardly entertain a single hope that you will 
have one republican character in the legislature from Sussex 
this year. As to Governor the common people and even some 
of the leaders of the Aristocratic party are very much averse to 
voting for Bedford because they understand he is a presbyterian. 

A report is circulating here that a messenger has been sent down 

from Kent requesting the people of this County to fix upon a 

person to be voted for as Governor and the people of Kent would 

all vote for him, in consequence of which a council was held 
on tuesday last, when Thomas Laws and Isaac Cooper offered 
themselves as candidates, this produced a division and the coun- 
cil broke up without coming to any determination, but they are 
to meet again on tuesday next at which I expect the multitude 

will be persuaded that Bedford is (n) either an Aristocrat or a 

Churchman and of consequence will fit into the Ticket. The 

republicans in Sussex are pretty well satisfied to vote for Doctor 

Alexander, and I have hopes that we shall be able to run him 

as high as our general Ticket which considering the prejudices 

against Bedford perhaps will not be very far behind him. The 
treaty too makes a great handle against us, reports are already 
circulated among the common people that if our party should 
carry the election it will be annulled and a war will immediate- 
ly ensue. This statement of the situation of matters in this 
county points the necessity of the Gentlemen of your County 
exerting every power in favor of Alexander, for on the majority 
there his election absolutily depends. I will thank you to write 
me a particular statement of the determination in the Supreme 

Court respecting the case and what the determination was, and 

the principles upon which it was determined, also what kind 


97. In the collection of Mr. Willard §. Morse, Santa Monica, California. 
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of aspect your political vizion bears, which will be gratefully 
received by 
Your Most 
Obt Sev? 
Wituiam PEERY 
To Caesar Rodney Esq.” 
Wilmington, Del. 


After the Whig or patriotic party had succeeded to the 
control of the civil offices (1779-80) it was natural for the 
political pendulum to swing far to that side. No doubt 
many things took place which could not occur today. One 
case will illustrate.” 


On Oct. 4, 1780, Seago Potter was tried by a jury com- 
prised of Stephen Reading, Elias Mason”, John Sheldon 
Dorman,” Wrixam White, Robert Coulter, Robert Young,» 
John Black,” Elijah Collings, Joseph Coulter, George 
Fraim, Edward Vaughn,” and George Polk,” found guilty 
of treason, and sentenced to “be drawn to the place of Exe- 


98. This letter was written to Caesar A. Rodney (1775-1824) son of Thomas Rod- 
ney (1744-1811) and therefore a nephew of Caesar Rodney, Signer of 
the Declaration of Independence. He was graduated from the University 
of Pennsylvania, and was admitted to the Delaware Bar in 1793. Enter- 
ing politics at an early age as a champion of the Jeffersonian principles, he 
was for many years one of the recognized leaders of that party, both of 
the State and of the Nation. 

Charles Polk, Nathaniel Hayes, and Daniel Rogers had all served in 
the House of Representatives and at this election Rogers was elected’ to the 
State Senate. Gunning Bedford who was elected Governor in 1796 was 
very well known by both parties. Dr. Archibald Alexander lived at New 
Castle and held many offices in that county. Thomas Laws had been 
State Senator, Sheriff, etc. and was afterward Speaker of the House. Isaac 
Cooper was a prominent citizen and had held several offices including that 
of Justice. 

As both writer and receiver of this letter were lawyers, the last sen- 
tence evidently refers to some case that they had argued before the Supreme 
Court. 

Eleazer McComb was a Privy Councilor in 1779 and later State Audi- 
tor of Accounts. Earlier in life, he had been engaged in business in Wil- 
mington and in operating a packet line on the Delaware. 

99. Del. Archives. Vol. III, p. 1302-4. 

100. See Auditor’s report of June 24, 1784. Elias Mason subsequently died of 
wounds received in an engagement with “a party of refugees” Sept. 2, 1781. 
was “refugee” and “Tory” synonymous? 

101. Served in Capt. Peery’s Militia Company. 

102. Wounded by Tories. Del. Archives. 

103. Served in Capt. Peery’s Independent Company of Foot. 

104. In Capt. McClement’s Company, Col. Henry Neill’s Regiment Militia. 

105. Capt. in Col. Neill’s Regt. Militia 1780-81. 
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cution when you come there you must be hanged by the 
Neck but not till you be dead, for you must be cut down 
alive, then your Bowels must be taken out, an burnt before 
your face, then your head must be severed from your body, 
& your body divided into four Quarters, and these must be 
at the disposal of the Supreme Authority of the State.” 


“The following persons were convicted and Penalized 
as of Seago Potter. William Bevins, Bartholomew John- 
son, Jacob Johnson, Isaac Downs, Barnet Downs, Moses 
Stewart, & John Conway.” 


It is interesting to note also, that the Grand Jurors who 
found this true Bill of Indictment were, William Polk, Esq., 
James Thompson, John Harmonson, Thomas Groves,” 
Robert White, Hugh Stevenson, John Neill, Clark Not- 
tingham, William Hazzard,” Emanuel Russell,” Nathan- 
iel Star, Cord Hazzard,” John Hazzard,” Robert Hood,” 
William Dood,” Thomas Gorden,” William Fisher, and 
Richardson Cade; the Justices were William Killen and 
John Jones Esq. and the Sheriff Rhoads Shankland, Esq. 


Most of the other jurors were well known patriotic citi- 
zens residing in or near Lewes. 

Needless to say, this verdict was reviewed and moder- 
ated. 


106. Served in Capt. David Hall’s Co., Col. John Haslett’s Reg. wounded and home 
on sick leave. 
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Adams, Captain 16 

Adams, George 11 

Alexander, Dr. Archibald 37, 38n 
Argall, Samuel 1 

Atkins, Isaac 20 

Atkins, Stephen 21 


Bar, John 22 
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